SS8H6c. Analyze the impact of Reconstruction on Georgia and other southern states, emphasizing Freedmen’s Bureau; sharecropping and tenant farming; Reconstruction plans; 13th, 14th, and 15th amendments to the constitution; Henry McNeal Turner and black legislators; and the Ku Klux Klan.
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resurfaced in its second incarnation in 1915.
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license and traveled throughout the South, including Georgia where he preached and held revivals. In
1858, fearing the possibility of being enslaved, he moved to St. Louis, Missouri, where he became a
‘minister in the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

During the Civil War, Turner organized a unitof African-American troops and served as the chaplain of
the regiment. After the war, Turner traveled throughout the state of Geargia, converting former slaves to
the AME Church. In 1867, Turner helped organize the Republican Party in the state and was elected
both to the Constitutional Convention of 1867 and the Georgia House of Representaives.

Tumer's ife was not without controversy and disappointment. He received threats from the KKK and
was expelled from his seat in 1868. In 1869, he was framed for unethical practices while serving s the
postmaster of Macon. He was able to retain his senate seat with the help of Congress in 1870, but soon
lost tin a fraudulent election a few months later. After being forced from the General Assembly, Turner
became a bishop of the AME church, established his own newspaper and was a proponent of African-
American migration to Africa, though this movement proved to be unsuccessful.

Similarly to Turner, the other black legistators suffered hardships during their time in offce. They were
constantly harassed, and many were expelled by both the Democrats and Republicans of the General
Assembly in 1868. Several were threaten by the KKK and over one quarter of the black legislators were
Killed, beaten, of jailed during their term. By 1906, the last black legislator was elected before African-
Americans were legally disenfranchised in 1908. It was not until 1962, with the election of Leroy
Johnson, that African-Americans held seats in the Georgia General Assembly again.

Note: One of the most important contributions of the black legislators of the Reconstruction period was
their support of public education. Due to their efforts, the 1868 Constitution called for free general public
education in the State of Georgia (though it did not begin unti 1872).
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The Ku Klux Klan

The 1+ Ku Klux Klan (KKK) began in 1867 in Tennessee and was a loosely governed organization
consisting mostl of Confederate veterans. This group began as a social club for former confederate
soldiers; however, they became progressively more politcal and violent. Soon after their creation, they
began to use terrorstic actions to infimidate freed blacks and white Republicans (derogatorily called
Carpetbaggers for those whites who moved from the North, and Scalawags, their wite alles from the
South) from voting and running for office during the Reconstruction period. This group also used tactics
of intimidation, physical violence, and murder against black organizations such s the Freedmen
schools and churches in hopes of establishing social control over African Americans and their white
alies.

The KKK was successful n their poliical goals as Democrats (many who were members of the
organization such as John B. Gordon) gained control of Georgia politics in 187 1. It was over 100 years
before Republicans gained a foothold in the state again. Sociall, the KKK often used severe acts of
violence against the freedmen. In some cases, blacks rebuilt bured schools and churches, and
sometimes even fought back when attacked. Nonetheless, the KKK was a major force in the state
during the Reconstruction Period and the white supremacy and racial segregation they championed
became the norm in Georgia, and the rest of the South, for several decades.

The first KKK disbanded sometime around 1871, when Democrats regained political control of the state
and Congress passed the Force Act of 1870 and Civil Rights Act of 1871 (also called the Ku Klux Klan
Act). These acts authorized federal authority to fight and arrest members of the Klan. The Klan
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The Impact of Reconstrut on Georgia

Reconstruction in Georgia was a time of major change in the state following the devastation of the Civil
War. Though this era lasted for a relatively short period of time (1865-1872), ifs impact on the state is
still evident today. After the Civil War, much of Georgia was decimated after Sherman's March and four
years of fighting. Over 40,000 Georgians had been killed or wounded and many had lost their land
entirely. Due to the damage inficted the United States attempted to reconstruct the South and used
three different plans to do so.

For a while, both African-Americans and Republicans gained power in the state. Afican-Americans
were freed from slavery and briefly gained more freedoms and educational opportunities due to
organizations like the Freedmen’s Bureau, though they faced new challenges in both the cities and
fural areas. However, soon after Reconstruction ended, southem Democrats regained politcal authority
and white supremacy and Jim Crow laws became the law of the land for over 90 years.
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Reconstruction Plans/ 13, 14*, and 15 Amendments

There were three Reconstruction plans enacted from 1865-1871. The first phase was called
Presidential Reconstruction (1865-1866). During this plan, President Johnson, a native of Tennessee
who stayed loyal to the Union, was extremely lenient with the southem states. His plan, based on that
of Abraham Lincoln who had been assassinated in April of 1865, allowed the South readmission in into
the Union if 10% of the population swore an oath of allegiance to the United States. They also were
required to ratify the 13 amendment, which officially ended slavery in the United States.

Georgia, taking advantage of this moderate policy, held a constitutional convention in 1866. In the new
constitution they repealed the Ordnance of Session and passed the 13» amendment. However, the
Constituion was very similar o the one that of the Secessionist Constitution of 1861, including and
amendment banning interracial marriage. Nonetheless, due to the passage of the 13» amendment,
Georgia was readnited into the Union in December of 1865. This proved to be temporary.

Trouble began brewing again between the southern states and the Republican controlled Congress
when several former confederate leaders were elected back into the fold. In Georgia, former CSA Vice
President Alexander Stephens, and CSA Senator, Hershel Johnson, were elected as the state’s two
senators. The northem Senators, especially those called “Radical Republicans,” who favored harsher
punishments for the South, were aghast at having these high ranking CSA offcials in Congress and
refused to seat them. Additionally, there began to be calls against President Johnson for abuse of
power and proceeding for his impeachment started to take place.
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Finally, the Radical Republicans were appalled at the South’s treatment of the freedmen under laws
that were called Black Codes. Under these laws, blacks were not allow to vote, testify against whites in
court, and could not serve as jurors. With the South's reatment of blacks, the Congress introduced the
14 amendment which made African-Americans ciizens of the United States and required that they
were given the same rights as all U.S. citizens.

The next plan was called Congressional Reconstruction (1866-1867). Georgia, along with the other
southern states, refused to ratfy the 14 amendment. With this action, Georgia and the rest of the
South was placed under the authority of Congress. As a result, southern states were required to pass
this amendment in order to be readitted into the Union. With the South continuing to refuse to pass
this amendment, along with the ise of the Ku Klux Klan, Congress passed the Reconstruction Act of
1867. This act lumped the South into five miltary districts with Georgia, Alabama, and Florida making
up the third district

Under Miitary Reconstruction General John Pope served as the third districts 14 mitary govemor.
During this period, Georgia held another constitutional convention, this time in Atlanta. Atianta was
chosen because it was more accepting of the state's Republican delegates along with the 37 African
American delegates that had been elected to serve in the convention. During this convention, Georgia
created a new constitution that included a provision for black voting, public schools, and moving the
capital to Allanta.

After this convention, Republican Rufus Bullock was elected Governor and the Republican controlled
General Assembly began its session. However, the military continued to be a presence in the state due
to the continued actions of the KKK and Georgia's refusal to pass the 15" amendment which gave
African-American men the right to vote. Georgia was finally readmitted into the Union in 1870 when
reinstated Republican and black legislators voted for the passage of the 15 amendment. However, by
1872 southem Democrats called the “redeemers” were voted back into office and took control of the
Governorship and General Assembly.
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The Freedmen'’s Bureau

The Freedmen's Burea, offcilly ttled “The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands,”
was created to help African-Americans adjust to their newly gained freedom. This program also
supported poor whites in the South. The program provided food to whites and blacks who were affected
by the war, helped build freedmen’s schools and hospitals, and supervised labor contracts, and other
legal disputes. Overall, the Freedmen's Bureau was moderately successful. During it early years, the
organization fed, clothed, and offered shelter to those most harshiy affected by the war. There were
also successes in i education programs. The Freemen's Bureau created the first public school
progra for either blacks or whites in the state and set the stage for Georgia's moden public school
system. In adtion, some of the schools created by the Freemen's Bureau continue to this day
throughout the South, including two of Atianta's historical black colleges: Clarke Atlanta University and
Morehouse College.
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Sharecropping and Tenant Farming

After the Civil War, people in the former confederate states suffered a serious shortage of hard
currency. Due to the printing of what would become worthless Confederate money, many of the major
land owners were unable to pay their labor forces, while the mermbers of the labor force were unable to
find work that paid them wages. In theory, the labor institutions of sharecropping and tenant farming
should have been mutually beneficial o both sides where “cash poor” land owners provided land and
other resources to the laborer in retur for the laborers' work on the farm. However, landowners soon
found ways to keep their employees indebted to them in hopes of preventing them (both poor Blacks
and Whites) from gaining the abilty to purchase their own land. This also stifled their abilty to take
leadership foles in the cultural, econormic, and poliical arenas of the South.

There were many similaities between a sharecropper and tenant farmer. Both usually consisted of
poor and iliterate blacks and whites. Both agreed to exchange their labor and a portion of their crops to
aland owner in return for land to work. Finally, both groups had to buy certain necessites from the
landowner's store which caused many to find themselves deeply indebted to the landowner and
decreased their chances of geting out ofthe system. However, the major difference between the two
groups was that tenant farmers usually owned their own tools, animals, and other equipment, while the
sharecropper brought nothing but their labor into the agreement.

Sharecropping and tenant farming were entrenched in Georgia's agricultural system until the mid-
twentieth century. The system began to erode for many reasons including the Great Migration of
African-Americans, along with rural whites to the North and cities in the South during and after World
War |, the devastation of the boll weevilin the 1910s and 19205, and the technological advances in
farming during the time period. Though this system has almost completely vanished in the state,
according to the New Georgia Encyclopedia, there were st 2,607 Georgians who were dlassified as
tenant farmers in 1997.
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Henry McNeal Turner and Black Legislators

For a brief period during Reconstruction, African American freedmen were given more politcal rights
than they had ever had and would not have again for 100 years. Primariy, the freedmen were given the
fight to vote. With this freedom, 32 black legislators were elected to the Georgia General Assembly in
1867. The most prominent of these legislators was Henry McNeal Turer.

Henry McNeal Tumer (1834-1915) was born in 1834 in South Carolina. His family had been free for at
least two generations. At the age of 15, he went to work for a law firm in South Carolina where his
.employers provided him with an education due to his intelligence. In 1853, he received his preaching





